HORSE BOARDING AGREEMENT AND LIABILITY RELEASE
Double B Ranch

STABLE NAME, herein after known as “THE STABLE”

LOCATION: 70 Jordan Road Plymouth MA 02360

PLEASE READ ALL 4 PAGES CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING

THIS STABLE DOES NOT GUARANTEE YOUR SAFETY OR THAT OF YOUR BOARDED HORSE(S)

IT IS HEREBY AGREED AS FOLLOWS THAT:

1. DEFINITIONS: The term “owner” shall herein refer to the owner, part owner or lessee of the animal(s) that are contracted to be boarded with this Agreement. The term “HORSE(S)” and “ANIMAL(S)” shall herein refer to all equine species, and also to the specific animals to which this Agreement refers. The term “BOARD” and “BOARDING” shall herein refer to the provision for compensation of daily routine husbandry, food and physical space for animals by a party who does not generally have financial interest in the animals. The term “RIDERS” shall herein refer to a person who rides a horse mounted or otherwise handles or comes near a horse from the ground. The term “I”, “ME” OR “MY” shall herein refer to the OWNER(S) and the parents or legal guardians thereof if a minor.

2. AGREEMENT PURPOSE and CONSIDERATION: At the commencement of this agreement OWNER agrees to pay the sum of $________ per month, per animal.  In consideration for THE STABLE undertaking the board of the animal(s) listed under paragraph 3, below. Monthly charges are to be paid in advance and are due on the 1st day of each month; any payment received after the 5th day of the month will automatically incur a $25.00 late charge; $25.00 will be charged for every 7 days late in payment thereafter.  There will be a $25.00 fee/charge for every returned/bad check.
3.  DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE HORSE(S) TO BE BOARDED by the STABLE is hereby stated as follows:

Name of Horse:________________________________________ Barn Name:______________________________________

Breed:_____________________________________________ Sex:__________ Color:________________________________

Current Insurer:_____________________________________________ Policy #: __________________________________

Insurer Emergency Phone #: ____________________________________________________________________________

Disclose Horses Vices, Unique Habits: 

Name of Horse:________________________________________ Barn Name:______________________________________

Breed:_____________________________________________ Sex:__________ Color:________________________________

Current Insurer:_____________________________________________ Policy #: __________________________________

Insurer Emergency Phone #: ____________________________________________________________________________

Disclose Horses Vices, Unique Habits: 

4. FEE SCHEDULE FOR BOARDING SERVICES: THE STABLE shall provide owner with a fee schedule for boarding services in advance of signing this agreement, which shall become part of this agreement.  OWNER shall pay THE STABLE for the following services; BOX STALL AND/OR LOAFING SHED, PADDOCK TURNOUT AND PASTURE when weather permits, REGULAR GRAIN FEEDINGS, REGULAR HAY AND/OR ALFALFA FEEDINGS, STALL CLEANING, FACILITY AND ARENA USE.

5. THE STABLE’S FEE SCHEDULE MAY CHANGE AT ANY TIME: Should such a change be required, THE STABLE shall give OWNER 30 day’s written notice.  Fees are due on the first of each month.

6. BOARDED HORSE HEALTH GUARANTEE: Each horse to be boarded shall enter the premises free from transmittable diseases and must be effectively de-wormed and current on immunizations for rabies. All vaccinations must be current. ANY HORSE ENTERING THE PREMISES MUST SHOW A CURRENT NEGATIVE COGGINS TEST.

7. THE STABLE’S RIGHT TO REFUSE BOARD: THE STABLE reserves the right to refuse the continuation of board of any horse(s) for any reason, to include but not limited to; animal’s poor health or unsoundness, dangerous propensities, habits and/or vices that the stable is not equipped to handle, owner’s refusal to obey stated rules or to cooperate with THE STABLE on reasonable requests relative to the management, welfare and safety of animals and people on premises, and also the discontinuation of the business of boarding horses. In such an event THE STABLE shall give owner 30 days written notice to remove boarded animal(s) from premises. This agreement is concluded after all fees have been paid in full.  Failure to pay boarding fees or other charges shall also enable THE STABLE to immediately terminate this agreement, and to keep the animal(s) in this stable’s possession until all fees and charges are paid in full.

8. ROUTINE HORSE CARE REQUIREMENT: The boarded horse(s) owner is responsible for all routine vaccinations, farrier care, de-worming and teeth floating. If owner wishes the equestrian supervisor will schedule routine care for an additional charge. 

9. IN THE EVENT OF BOARDED HORSE INJURY OR ILLNESS: Should the horse(s) become sick or injured, THE STABLE shall attempt to telephone the OWNER immediately. If the OWNER does not immediately inform THE STABLE regarding measures to be taken, OR if the state of the animal’s health requires immediate action, THE STABLE is hereby authorized to request services of a veterinarian of its choice or to give any other attention that appears necessary.  The OWNER shall pay all expenses for all such services.

10. OWNER ACCEPTANCE OF RESPONSIBILITY: OWNER has inspected THE STABLE’S premises and/or has in some way satisfied him or herself that the condition of the premises and the facilities will provide an adequate and reasonable level of safety for the OWNER’S horse(s) and OWNER, OWNER’S family, guests and visitors who enter the premises. OWNER agrees to be responsible for any and all damages, injuries, or loss of life caused by or to the animal(s) while in the care, custody and control of the OWNER, OWNER’S family member, guest, or other handler or agent appointed by them. The OWNER is also responsible for any acts of the horse(s) caused by vices or dangerous behavior not disclosed to THE STABLE by OWNER. OWNER agrees to maintain personal liability insurance on the boarded horse(s). OWNER is also responsible for accidents, injuries and/or loss of life sustained by OWNER, OWNER’S family members, guests and agents caused by or in relation to the OWNER’S boarded horse(s). OWNER agrees to at all times maintain adequate accident/health insurance to cover OWNER and family members.

11. INHERENT RISKS WARNING: Horseback riding is classified as a RUGGED ADVENTURE RECREATIONAL SPORT ACTIVITY and there are numerous obvious and non-obvious inherent risks always present in such activity despite all safety precautions. No horse is a completely safe horse, if a horse is frightened or provoked, or without any apparent provocation, it may divert from its training and act according to its natural instincts which may include, but are not limited to; stopping short, changing direction or speed at will, shifting its weight from side to side, bucking, rearing, biting, kicking or running from perceived danger.

12. RIDER RESPONSIBILITY: I UNDERSTAND THAT: Upon mounting a horse and taking up the reins the rider is in primary control of the horse. The rider’s safety largely depends upon his/her ability to carry out simple instructions, and his/her ability to remain balanced aboard a moving animal. I agree that the rider shall be responsible for his/her own safety, including that of an unborn child, if the rider is pregnant.  THE STABLE advises pregnant women not to ride horses. I agree that a rider mounting and riding a horse is at his/her own risk.

13. RIDING HELMET WARNING: OWNER is hereby warned by THE STABLE that all horse handlers and riders should purchase and wear properly fitted and secured protective headgear (equestrian riding helmet) and that wearing such headgear while mounting, riding, dismounting and being around horses may prevent or reduce the severity of some head injuries and may even prevent death happening as a result of a fall or other occurrence.

14. DIRECT LOSS TO PERSONAL PROPERTY WARNING: OWNER is hereby warned that while on THE STABLE’S premises, direct loss, damage, theft or injury to OWNER’S tack, equipment and trailer is not covered by THE STABLE’S insurance. The actual OWNER, having financial interest in such items, must carry his or her own personal property insurance under a homeowner’s, tenants or other insurance policy, or in a separate policy as in the case of the loss of a horse.

15. RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND COVENANT NOT TO SUE: I fully understand and agree that in exchange for being allowed to board my horse(s) and to come onto THE STABLE’S premises I am giving up certain legal rights. I understand that I, alone, am to be responsible for any bodily injury or property damage which I or my minor child or legal ward should sustain on the Stable Premises and/or other locations at which I may be engaged in Equine Activities and for any time I or my child or legal ward should lose from employment or school or other activity, and for medical expenses or any other expenses incurred because of such bodily injury or property damage.  In acknowledgement of the above, I hereby, for myself, my heirs, administrators and assigns WAIVE LIABILITY, RELEASE, DIDCHARGE AND AGREE TO HOLD HARMLESS THE STABLE, Robert and Christine Burrelli (DBA Double B Ranch) or any employees under Robert and Christine Burrelli (DBA Double B Ranch), the management and their respective trainers, servants, agents, employees, officers and all other participants of and from all claims, demands, actions and causes of action for such injuries sustained to my person or property, or to that of my minor child or legal ward, WHETHER OR NOT SUCH INJURY OR PROPERTY DAMAGE RESULTED FROM THE NEGLIGENCE OT GROSS NEGLIGENCE of THE STABLE, Robert and Christine Burrelli (DBA Double B Ranch) or any employees under Robert and Christine Burrelli (DBA Double B Ranch) management or their servants, agents, employees or officers, or resulted from any defect in tack or equipment that might be used on or around a horse.

I understand and agree that, in exchange for being permitted to participate in Equine Activities at THE STABLE or other locations, I am voluntarily assuming the risks of any injury or property damage that might occur for ANY REASON and acknowledge my agreement that I may not bring a lawsuit or a claim of any kind against THE STABLE, its owners, trainers, servants, agents, employees or officers for such injuries and/or property damage.  If I should bring such claim or lawsuit in violation of the agreement, I agree that I shall be liable to THE STABLE for any and all reasonable attorneys’ fees and expenses that may be incurred by the stable in defending against such claims. It is my intention to release and discharge the Related Parties to the fullest extent of the law.

16. INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT: I further agree to indemnify and reimburse THE STABLE, its owners, trainers, servants, agents, employees or officers for any injury and/or property damage caused to any third person as a result of any action on my part. This indemnification includes the reasonable cost of attorneys’ fees and expenses incurred by THE STABLE in defending against any such suit.

17. BREACH OF CONTRACT/DISPUTES: Should OWNER breach this Agreement he/she shall pay reasonable attorneys’ fees and court costs incurred in connection with the breach. Any disputes arising out of this Agreement shall be brought in a court of competent jurisdiction in Plymouth County in the state of Massachusetts.

18. GOVERNING LAW: This Agreement is governed by the laws of the State of Massachusetts and is intended to be as broad and inclusive as Massachusetts law permits. OWNER agrees that if any term or condition is found to be invalid under the laws of Massachusetts, such offending term or condition shall be stricken from the agreement without affecting the other terms and conditions.

19. LIEN AGAINST BOARDED ANILMAL(S): 
The OWNER hereby grants a possessory lien against the boarded animal(s) at THE STABLE for the value of all unpaid charges resulting from boarding and/or rendering any other services to the animal(s). The OWNER further acknowledges that THE STABLE has a right of lien, as set forth in the laws of the State of Massachusetts, for the amount due for the board and other services of OWNER’S horse(s) and shall have the right, without process of law, to retain the said horse(s) until the amount of such indebtedness is paid or to sell such horse(s) at a time and place chosen by THE STABLE.  OWNER understands that THE STABLE may exercise its rights under this lien without having to file anything with a court of law and OWNER hereby agrees to waive any and all statutory notice requirements.

20. OWNER RIGHT OF TERMINATION: Upon 30 day’s written notice to THE STABLE, the OWNER may terminate this agreement for any reason. THIS STABLE shall be paid for all fees incurred up to the termination date.

ALL OWNERS OR AUTHORIZED AGENTS FOR SUCH PARTIES MUST SIGN BELOW AFTER READING THIS ENTIRE AGREEMENT, A PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN MUST SIGN IN PLACE OF A MINOR.

WARNING:

UNDER MASSACHUSETTS LAW (SECTION 2D OF CHAPTER 128 OF THE GENERAL LAWS), AN EQUINE PROFESSIONAL IS NOT LIABLE FOR AN INJURY TO OR THE DEATH OF A PARTICIPANT IN EQUINE ACTIVITIES RESULTING FROM THE INHERENT RISKS OF EQUINE ACTIVITIES.

SIGNER STATEMENT OF AWARENESS:

I/WE, the undersigned, have read and do understand the foregoing agreement, warnings, and assumptions of risk and release agreement. I/WE further attest that all stated facts are true and accurate.
Please write out in your own handwriting the above statement as evidence of your having read and understood the agreement:

Signature of Owner (or guardian):________________________________________________________________________

Print Name:___________________________________________ Date:____________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: (home)_____________________________ (cell)______________________________ (work)_______________________

Vet:

Farrier:

Equine Dentist: 
                                                  NOTES
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